
 

Important information 

Plot After months of bombing raids in London, twelve-year-old Olive Bradshaw 

and her little brother Cliff are evacuated to the Devon coast. Olive becomes 

the local lighthouse keeper’s post-girl, carrying secret messages (as she likes to 

think of the letters) to the villagers. However, Olive has a secret of her own. 

Her older sister Sukie went missing in an air raid, and she's desperate to 

discover what happened to her. She finds a strange, coded note which seems 

to link Sukie to Devon, and to something dark and impossibly dangerous. 

Themes Determination, Courage Vs Fear, Loss, Survival, Friendship and 

Acceptance. 

Setting The book is initially set in the city of London in 1941, during WWII. 

However, after frequent air raids, Olive and Cliff are sent as evacuees to the 

fictional village of Budmouth Point on the Devonshire coastline with Queenie. 

Before long, they find themselves staying in the local lighthouse with the local 

lighthouse keeper and his dog. 
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Context 

 
World War II began in 1939, when Germany invaded Poland. Britain and France then declared war officially 

on 3rd September. after Hitler had refused to abort his invasion. The Blitz was a German bombing campaign 

against the United Kingdom in 1940 and 1941, during the Second World War. The term was first used by 

the British press and originated from the term Blitzkrieg, the German word for 'lightning war'. It was this 

that meant many children were evacuated for safety out of large cities to the countryside to stay with 

people they did not know. Some experiences that yhe children had were good, others were not. The lights 

on many lighthouses were extinguished during the Second World War, but not all lights were extinguished 

outright. Many lighthouses on enemy flight paths were painted with camouflage paint. Many Keepers on 

Lighthouses lost their lives and are commemorated on a memorial in Trinity Square in London. 


